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HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS AT A SUMMER SCHOOL IN INDIA 
By R.C. Gupta 
Birla Institute of Technology, Wesra, Ranchi 
A Summer School in History of Science was held at New Delhi 
under the auspices of the Indian National Science Academy from 
September 2 to 10, 1974. It was inaugurated by Professor S. 
Nurul Hasan, Minister for Education and Social Welfare, 
Government of India. 
At the first scientific session on September 2, devoted to 
the History of Mathematics, the following papers were delivered: 
Contribution of Mathematics to the Understanding of the 
Universe, Prof. Ram Behari (Delhi). 
History of Indian Mathematics (Ancient and Medieval) in 
Relation to Other Culture-Areas, Dr. Bina Chatterjee (New Delhi). 
Development of Algebra, R.C. Gupta (Ranchi). 
The Development of Algebra in Islamic Countries and in 
Medieval Europe, S.M.R. Ansari (Aligarh). 
The Possible Influence of Geometry in Early Indian Thought, 
Rajani Kant Pant (Jaipur). 
The Method of Integral Solution of Indeterminate Equations 
of the Type by = ax + c in Ancient and Medieval India, A.K. 
Bag (Calcutta). 
In addition, a short talk on Jaina mathematics was given by 
Muni Mahendra Kumar. 
The Session was chaired by Prof. J.N. Kapur (Kanpur), and 
Dr. R.C. Gupta served as the Rapporteur. 
In addition to sessions on the history of other sciences, 
there were discussions on current problems of research in history 
of science in India, the teaching of history of science at the 
university level, philosophy of science, and the history of 
science in popularizing science in Indian languages. 
The School was closed by the concluding remarks of Professor 
D.S. Kothari, President of the Academy. 
